During most of the 19th century, major contributions to the understanding and treatment of neurological disorders in children came from clinicians engaged in a wide variety of disciplines such as obstetrics, 1,2 pediatrics,3~4 orthopedics,' internal medicine,6 6 and neuropsychiatry.7's Very few physicians were devoted full-time to child neurology, although the beginnings of such specialization appeared in the practices of D6sir6 Magliore Bourneville in France, Frederick E. Batten in England, Bronson Crothers in Boston, and Bernard Sachs in' New York.9,10 However, by 1958, the need for a distinct specialty concerned with the diagnosis and treatment of neurological diseases of children was apparent, and Dr Pearce Bailey, Jr, then director of the National Institute of Neurological Diseases and Blindness (now the National Institute of Neurological and Communicative Disorders and Stroke), appointed a committee to establish guidelines for child neurology training to be funded by the National Institutes of Health (NIH). Ten years later, the American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology awarded its first certifications in &dquo;Neurology with Special Competence in Child Neurology.&dquo; In 1972, the Child Neurology Society and The Canadian Association for Child Neurology were founded, and in 1973, the International Child Neurology Association was established.
Although child neurology had finally won a respected position among the medical specialties in North America, there was no specific journal devoted to this field, and pediatric neurologists frequently experienced difficulty in having articles accepted by existing journals. To provide such a publication specifically focused toward pediatric nervous system disorders, the Journal of Child Neurology was conceived. The Journal of Child Neurology is an interdisciplinary journal promoting the interchange of clinical and scientific information about all aspects of nervous system problems in children. To achieve this goal and to bridge the gap between child neurology and the many related subspecialty disciplines such as pediatric neurosurgery, pediatric neuropathology, developmental/behavioral pediatrics, pediatric neuroradiology, child psychiatry, pediatric neuropsychology, and developmental neurobiology, a multidisciplinary editorial board of distinguished neuroscientists has been selected. Each issue of the journal will include timely topical reviews, original studies, and case reports, and it will be published in a format such that figures can be readily accommodated. Through the Journal of Child Neurology, it will be possible for child neurologists to interchange information with other clinicians and scientists who are interested in the developing nervous system. With well-established specialty training programs and Board certification, and now with the inauguration of a clinical and scientific specialty journal, it can be said that child neurology has finally come of age.
